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APU2 Bios 1.10 and 1.14 incompatible for SD Cards

& Dysmas O Dec 31st 2021

Dysmas

[Beginner]

Dec 31st 2021

Hello,

| am using SD Cards for development, because it is easier to make a backup, send a card to someone
else, etc.

I have worked for one year on APU2c3 with a bios version 1.10. No problem.

| purchased recently another unit (the fifth one, now), and it has a Bios version 1.14. | tried to start
with the card, no problem but just for the first time. After that, impossible to boot on the card. On the
1.10 Bios it was working fine, but not on the 1.14. The vendor informed me of the -j parameter. | tried
to set it on, and the unit booted well. After working for some time | wanted to make a backup of the

Posts: 2 card with HDDRawCopy on my PC. Impossible. Lots of unreadable sectors. | then tried to read the card
on the 1.10 Bios, impossible. | don't remember everything but the final stage is that the card, after
some errors fix on bootup, is now working in the 1.14 only.
| made some tests with new cards, and the result is the same :

1. flash the card
2. boot on 1.10 version : OK
3. boot on 1.14 version without -j parameter : Fails
4. boot on 1.14 version with -j parameter : Works fine
5. Try to boot on 1.10 : impossible. Sometimes it shows a message from grub, but generally it fails
totally.
| don't think it is a normal situation. Such incompatibility is a bug. Is it possible to flash a different Bios
on these units ?
| send a message to the technical support. The only answer | got is " You should not boot on SD Cards,
they are not good for that". So explain me why | have done so for years on Raspberry Pis ? And for
more than one year on the 1.10 APU2 ? | am using only high endurance cards, and | made a six month
test : the card supported 1200 full cycles.
Thanks if you have any suggestion. It will be difficult to collaborate with others with only the SSD.
Dysmas
May 6th 2022
Hello @Dysmas ,
BIOS versions 1.10 and 1.14 are quite old. Perhaps try updating to one of the newer releases on
https://pcengines.github.io/ (https://pcengines.github.io/) ?
mkopec
[Administrator]
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